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Abstract

The ruler derives meaning within the structure of governance, and governing signifies guiding
the “ship of society” toward its intended destination. In a religious society, the ruler administers
and organizes the community within the framework of overarching systemic interests, provided
that such governance does not conflict with individual and collective rights.

Ultimately, sovereignty belongs to God; secondarily, it is entrusted to the Prophet and the
infallible Imams. The Islamic ruler is conceived as an exceptional human being connected to
higher metaphysical realms, having attained the level of actualized intellect (‘aql bi’l-fi‘l) and
intelligible actuality (ma‘qal bi’l-fi‘l). The imaginative faculty reaches its perfection and
remains prepared to receive emanations through the Active Intellect. Divine governance under
the leadership of the Perfect Human aims at securing worldly and otherworldly felicity. During
the occultation of the infallible Imam, this responsibility is entrusted to the qualified jurist (wali
al-faqth) possessing comprehensive religious expertise.

Both Farabi and Mulla Sadra enumerate conditions for the Islamic ruler. In Ara’ Ahl al-Madina
al-Fadila and Tahsil al-Sa ‘ada, Farabi identifies sixteen attributes for the ruler, including
wisdom, complete rationality, capacity for jihad, and physical soundness. Mulla Sadra, in
works such as Mabda’ wa Ma ‘ad, Shawahid al-Rubiibiyya, and his commentary on Usi!/ al-
Kafi, emphasizes that the First Leader must possess a perfected soul, actualized intellect,
courage, and other virtues.

Among their shared views is the principle that the Imam’s legitimacy is intrinsic and
independent of popular acceptance—whether followers exist or not, even if only two
individuals remain on earth, one of them would be the Imam.

A notable distinction, however, lies in their starting points: Farabi grounds his discussion of
rulership in the nature of society and political order, whereas Mulla Sadra traces the necessity
of governance to anthropological foundations—human deficiency and the existential need for
guidance toward perfection.
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