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Abstract
In the current context, discussion of the model of educational governance and the role of
the people—alongside policies of popularization, crowdsourcing, and participatory
foundations in formal education—has acquired increased significance. Its theoretical
foundations are traceable within the discourse of the Islamic Revolution and particularly
in the political and educational thought of Ayatollah Khamenei. While prior studies have
demonstrated the concept of “educational intermediate circles” and explored people-
centeredness in education through the lens of educational jurisprudence, the precise
position of the people within the preferred model of educational governance remains to
be clarified. The study asks: What is the status of the people in this selected model? What
is the nature of its people-centeredness and the share of other actors? Does people-
centeredness imply the negation of governance in education—amounting to de-statization,
de-monopolization, or secularization? Using a descriptive—inferential method, the article
arrives at the following conclusions:

1. Based on the theory of a “network of educational rights and duties,” the selected
model is inherently people-centered, and popular agency in education possesses
intrinsic and authentic status. The nature of this people-centeredness is articulated
through a horizontal network of educational duties.

2. Educational actors are positioned within longitudinal and horizontal dimensions of
“educational guardianship” in a networked configuration. Horizontal guardianship
signifies people-centeredness, yet remains distinct from postmodern notions of
network governance. Within the internal distribution of educational authority, the
family in the longitudinal axis and religious scholars in the horizontal axis enjoy
priority.

3. Governance is positioned neither merely as one actor among others nor as a substitute
for them; people-centeredness does not entail de-statization or de-monopolization of
education.

4. At the level of ontological principle (thubut), people-centeredness does not imply
secularization; however, at the level of empirical realization (ithbat), such a risk
cannot be categorically excluded.
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Educational secularism; De-monopolization of education; De-statization of education.
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