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Abstract

“Satan,” as an influential reality in human life, has long attracted the attention of
revealed religions. Yet, in many cases, engagement with this concept has been
reduced to superficial denunciation. Ayatollah Khamenei, as a prominent
contemporary exegete of the Qur’an, approaches this concept through a socio-
interpretive framework. The present study, drawing upon his exegetical works
and other statements, analyzes the Qur’anic concept of Satan. The research
method is thematic analysis, a qualitative approach in which data were examined
through three stages: descriptive coding, interpretive coding, and thematic
integration. The findings are categorized into five macro-themes: definition of
Satan; types of Satan; objectives of Satan; strategies (or weapons) of Satan; and
barriers against Satan. From Ayatollah Khamenei’s perspective, Satan is a
pervasive reality not confined to Iblis alone, operating at both internal and
external levels to mislead humanity. His objectives are pursued in intermediate
and ultimate forms, and realized through individual and social mechanisms.
Correspondingly, the principal barriers against Satan’s path include individual
safeguards such as repentance and piety, and social safeguards such as prophets
and righteous governance.

Keywords: Satan; Commanding self (nafs al-ammarah); Qur’an; Ayatollah
Khamenei; Thematic analysis.
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