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Abstract

The question of women’s dignity constitutes one of the most central issues in
contemporary social theory, enjoying a privileged position in both religious
paradigms and secular approaches. The primary aim of this study is to analyze
and extract the components of Ayatollah Khamenei’s social theory concerning
women’s dignity. The research adopts a descriptive—analytical approach and,
drawing upon his spoken and written works, reconstructs his intellectual
framework in this domain. At the theoretical level, this framework rests upon
several core principles:
1. The inherent dignity of the human being;
2. Gender justice as a rational alternative to superficial modern
egalitarianism;
3. The model of the Muslim woman embodied historically in the figures
of Hazrat Zahra Bint Mohammad and Hazrat Zinab Bint Hussein;
4. A foundational critique of the Western instrumentalist view, which
reduces women to consumer objects and tools of capitalism;
5. The centrality of the family as the nucleus of social formation and the
cornerstone of civilization.
At the practical level, Ayatollah Khamenei’s social theory emphasizes multiple
dimensions of women’s role-performance: active social participation; the
mission of motherhood and generational upbringing, redefined as a
civilizational-social function; preservation of modesty as a protective sphere
safeguarding dignity; the necessity of legal and institutional support for women;
and the establishment of a functional balance between familial and social roles.
Thus, through integrating theoretical and practical dimensions, this social theory
presents a distinctive model of women’s dignity.
Keywords: Comparative hermeneutics, Women'’s dignity; Ayatollah Khamenei;

Western perspectives.
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