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Abstract

In the contemporary era, colonialism no longer signifies solely military occupation or
direct political control. Rather, it persists through international political, economic, and
cultural structures in subtle and systemic forms. This study adopts a mixed (qualitative—
quantitative) approach to elucidate the mechanisms through which such structures sustain
contemporary colonialism and to propose counter-strategies grounded in Islamic
intellectual thought. The research design follows an exploratory sequential method: the
qualitative component, based on thematic analysis of Ayatollah Khamenei’s speeches and
texts on colonialism, constitutes the core analytical framework, while the quantitative
component employs secondary data from international organizations to complement and
substantiate qualitative findings. Qualitative findings indicate that contemporary
colonialism is primarily a civilizational-cultural phenomenon operating through
mechanisms of identity deprivation, cultural simulation, and induced intellectual
dependency. Institutions such as the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank are
portrayed as instruments of this “borderless colonialism.” Quantitative data corroborate a
significant relationship between the influence of such institutions and the level of
economic dependency among developing countries. Ultimately, drawing upon a
framework of “civilizational resistance,” the study proposes “decolonization at three
levels—mind, culture, and structure” as the central strategic response.
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