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Abstract

An effective and ideal judicial system must continuously seek to extract and
apply new achievements and reform existing adjudicatory structures. According
to Article 156 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Judiciary
is an independent branch, with defined scope, responsibilities, and competencies.
These competencies include the protection of individual rights (freedom of
expression, movement, education, thought, writing, art, etc.), protection of social
rights (freedom of assembly and demonstration, formation of political parties,
right to a healthy environment, etc.), and the administration of justice for all
members of society. Although five primary functions are outlined for the
Judiciary under this constitutional article, practical attention to its justice-
dispensing competency has been neglected, and no clear interpretive framework
has been articulated. Given that the ultimate aim of the Judiciary is the realization
of justice in disputes and redress of unjust discrimination arising from
wrongdoing, neglecting this justice-centered competency undermines
constitutional and Islamic legal objectives. This study asks: What constitutes a
justice-oriented interpretation of the competencies of the ideal judicial system
within Ayatollah Khamenei’s intellectual framework? Using a descriptive—
analytical method grounded in his speeches and writings, the research extracts
key indicators and requirements of a justice-based interpretation. The findings
suggest that justice-oriented competencies focus on combating corruption,
eliminating unjust discrimination, and prioritizing preventive strategies.
Complementary requirements include independence, impartiality, attention to
public opinion, and recognition of the people’s role in the judicial process.
Keywords: Social justice; Judiciary; Competency; Judicial system; Judicial
thought; Ayatollah Khamenei.
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