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Abstract

The occurrence of the Islamic Revolution of Iran not only revitalized Iranian
society but, from a cultural and political semiotic perspective, heralded the
emergence of a universal discourse and a powerful alternative within the global
field of dominant discourses and political systems. Since analyzing the future
trajectory of a social phenomenon requires attention to its formative elements
and intrinsic content, and given that the doctrine of Mahdism and its derived
political culture played a crucial role in the formation, victory, and continuity of
the Islamic Revolution, this study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach to
examine the future of the Islamic Revolution and its relationship to the
eschatological ideal society (utopian horizon) represented by the central signifier
of Mahdism. The research investigates the conditions enabling the future
continuity of the Islamic Republic through both exploratory and normative
approaches. In the exploratory approach, Mahdism is treated as a widely
accepted Islamic meta-discourse whose influence has gradually permeated and
enriched the sociopolitical fabric of Muslim societies. In the normative approach,
based on the projected vision of the Islamic Revolution, the key values, ideals,
and objectives of the political system of the Islamic Republic are articulated in
light of the Mahdist worldview. The findings demonstrate that the continuity of
the Islamic Revolution and its linkage to the envisioned future world depend
upon preserving two affirmative and existential macro-components: religious
leadership and guardianship (wilayah) and popular sovereignty, both organized
around the central signifier of Mahdism.
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