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Abstract

The broad scope of the concept of the state and its historical evolution have led
to various interpretations of the role of the people; thus, the degree of their
influence in any given government, alongside other factors shaping states, has
given rise to distinct theories of statehood. In this paper, the concept of
republicanism refers to the role of the people in governance. The main question
in this research asks: What is the place of republicanism in Imam Khomeini's
theory of the state? The central hypothesis is that in this theory, “the leader
chosen by the people” enjoys a foundation of divine legitimacy while also
deriving his authority from the people's selection, thereby achieving practical
realization through this dual source. Here, our independent variable is
republicanism and the role of the people within the political structure and Imam
Khomeini’s ideal theory of statehood, while the dependent variable is the theory
of a leader chosen by the people. In this perspective, republicanism serves as a
foundational pillar for establishing an Islamic government and as a model for
implementing religious laws and ordinances. This paper describes the
characteristics of republicanism in Imam Khomeini's theory of the state,
highlighting its points of convergence and divergence with other state theories.
Employing qualitative content analysis methodology and Quentin Skinner’s
intentionalist hermeneutics, this research arrives at a synthesis of republicanism
with virtues rooted in religious truths. In other words, republicanism is derived
from the essence of religion, leading to the conclusion that republicanism
constitutes one of the essential principles for realizing Imam Khomeini's
envisioned state.

Keywords: Republicanism, Democracy, Theory of the State, Religious
Democracy.
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